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WEATBER Unseasonably mild temperatures prevailed throughou;« 8 wegk,»vThgre was considerable

. sunshine, low humidity and some: ‘strong w1nds.s,?hﬁ.oh y precipitagiogﬂwas scattered
sprinklds on Sunday morning and scatt¥fed showers as thﬁ‘éérlod cl%éed oﬁeﬁfnday morning .
R
* hy, N
Temperature averages were 15 to 20 degrees above nornal Beaver Cltnygqorded 89
degrees . R
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Mdrch temperatures averaged above normdl across Nebraska. Prec;pltation totals weve
slightly below normal from the central powrtion of the State to tha_southern Pnnhaadle and
generally above normal elsewhere, i 5l AT s wmi ~‘!

CROPS /Fleld work was underway in nearly all areas of the State .last waek The unusual 7

warm temperatures and strong winds dried,.the soil rapxdlx_and gave»farmers a, charzn
to start their spring operations. Planting of oaxs and barley wag accelerated -and, by lany
Saturday, 16 percent of the intended oat acreage was seeded Progress Was wore; advances
than usual at this date. Early potatoes were belng ‘planted in the Central and:southwestzin
districts. Seedbeds for sugar beets were being prepared and beets were beingrplanted in
the upper Platte Valley. Stalk cutting, plowing, discing and spreading fertilizer were
widespread. Planting activities will gain momentum rapidly if the weather remains warm
and dry. - .
Winter grains responded to'-the higher temperatures and were making good growth. Scme
loss of winter wheat acreage during the winter is becoming apparent in many areas of the .
State. A combination of factors have contributed to this loss, including low temperatures
without a protective snow covering, Hessian Fly infestation, varieties lacking resistance '
to low temperatures and a shortage of topsoil moisture., Fall sceded barley in the Panhandle
also suffered from winter kill.-' ‘
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e Pastures and ranges are greening rapidly and prospects are favorable for sprlng feed.
Some early season grasses are starting to grow. There have been several grass fires ow

rafge land recently and precipitation is neceded to reduce the fire hazard in the drier arecas.

LIVESTOCK Calwving operations were in full swing over most of the State and the warm weather

helped in sav1ng newborn calves. Young lambs and pigs were thriving with losses
smaller than uspal Feediot cattle continued to make good gains. 'Stock cattle are in -
average ‘flesh at the start of the new grass season. Stock sheep shearing is about to gef
underway in the western districts.

WEATHER BUREAU TELEGRAPHIC REPORT OF PRECIPITATION FOR WEEK ENDING APRIL 1, 1963

East Central West

Grand Island 0 Burwell 0 Chadron 0
Lincoln 0 North PBlatte 0 Imperial Q
Norfolk 0 Valentine o Scottsbluff 0
Omaha .04 Sidney 0
Sioux €ity .08
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PﬂZLIPITATION MAP FOR WEEK ENDING MaXCH 29, 1
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" HIGHEST AND LOWEST TEMPERATURE (Highs for 24 hoursyehdiag at 12:01 a.m., -and
- . 1ows for 112 houxs’ end&ng at 6:00 a.m. :CST) .
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